“ALL THE WORDS OF THE
SCROLL...” A EULOGY FOR
DANIEL BERRIGAN

by CHED MYERS

et ime begin by putting things
plainly. None of us would
be gathered here-—neither

et Catholic Workers nor IHMs
nor any of us other assorted feral
Chrisfians-were it not for Dan's
showing and telling of the gospel.
The political spaces he opened
thraugh his public-witness, the
theological imagination he ignited
with his pen, the Mmbmcmdo_.xn gave us
in 4 time when bes are sovereign-all

these have helped us find just r:ocow .

courage to embrace something of the
Way. .
And here you are again with us,

.Uwﬁar blowing the dust off sacred
.mnﬁoﬁm_wczm,g&oa. in the cellars of a
compromised church, bhinking

bermusedly al our pretenses of
discipleship, refusing to coneede an
inch to impenial shock and awe. T
want to honor you tonight by talking
abait three aspects of who you are o
us, knowing that these words will
caprure but a few fragments of the
kaleidoscopic treasures you have
given us over the years.

i AN AMERICAN BARUCH

“And Baruch wrote down again all

the words of Jeremiah from the scroll
that the king had burned in the
fire...” (Jer. 36:32}

" The last thing the Risen Jesus said
to his disciples before he was, like
m:m_mw swooped up info the. heavens,
was that the Jife and déath of the
church would depend upon our”
literacy in the prophets. In his
famous Emmaus Road story,the

“evangelist Luke reports that “‘begin-
" ning ‘with Moses and all the prophets

Jesus interpreted the seriptures to the
mzmo;m@m {Lk 24:27)." The verb here
is dicermeenéuen, an intensification
of the word from which we derive

‘the term. “hermeneutics” (or, the art
- of interpretation). In every other
4]
1 Tes )
1 -oné Jaiignage 1o another-(Acts 9: :36),
| especially the interpretation-of

arance of this verb.in the New
tament, jt means to transfate from

moﬂwﬁoaouq:mm.ﬁ Cor.12:30; 14:5
13,27)The risent Jesus.is here
patiently translatinig the - :
coufterintuitive EEF& wisdom of”
the prophets into Emmcumo hig
QWEOH&HN& disciples can fathom.

In what amounts tc the first Bible
study ever in the life of the church,
Jesus makes it clear that the pro-
phetic tradition is the lens through
which 1o make sense out of the
national history. Israel’s prophets
were forever engaging the way things
were with the vision of what should

_. QE<mN @oB&% Pay, presente!l).

Dan celebrates mas§ for the w.ém rhouses

be: @cmwcoEFm MEEQE.@, making
trouble, refusing to-settle, interrupt-
ing business.as saal; m@ eaking truth

o woéﬁ giving: voice to the voice-
“less, stifring dp the troops, geting

| the natives momnmmm Enwncso palaces.
* For being the inconveénient con-

science of the nation, they were

_accused.of treasonin-times of
W mumwwﬁm E&mm exiled or killed.

Then; oncg m?wgma of, they got a

:m:o:& holiday o 4 street named -
ter therr.-Canonized; and thereaf-

terignored:(Martin.King, Cesar

&y-who teach us how the' -

‘.wSS mwozE beiread, savs Jesus. ﬁuw

m_‘%:mmo witness woﬁw(»ma maligned
by those n pOWer, represents the
“hermeneutic key'™" to the whole
tradition. Hcrm reiterates the point
later in Jesus’ Upper foom appearance
to the coweringdisciples. “Then he
opened their minds, that they might
understand the scriptures” (q r
24:46a). The two verbs here tell an
tnteresting story. Lhano ;(.,Tm-

&Emzomv 1 ,.i:ow mHmQEom man.

-4 inthe gospels EH

m:ﬁow mm 8 describe tho

the mﬁoi, of the
- call of Tsaiah, in ordér to remind us
that we réfuse to understand the
@Hcmrﬁﬁ Word because we are
unable or unwilling to change our
way of Tife (Is 6:8- :d .

The prophets exhort ns, for
example, to defend the poor even as
we lionize the rich. They assure us
that chariots and mussiles cannot save
us, even as we cheer them o, They
urge us to forgo wdolatry even as we
compulsively fetishize the work of




ourhands, Above all, the prophatic .
Word warns usithat the way 10

liberation in a-wosld locked-down by -

the spiral of violence, the way 1o
recempition i world-of ensiaving
addictivhsgthe (0 trucitransfor

i icsifigial,
creative fove, Nome.olwhich polite”
religion or society is repotely 7
interested in, Which 15 wiiy Jesu
had o ranslate’ thic prophets for
companions in thejrtistorieal © ©
moment. And why we have neaded

[3an to de the safe Tor us in ours: .

With his keen-eyé for finding 1exe

in context and vice-versa, and .
excgeting both with-his 1ife, Danchas
helped us shed our dendal, connect
the dots, and get off our couches. |
recall vividly the first time I heard
him at the Newman Center in
ferkeley. 1 was anew convert to the
fauth, intrigued by the gospel bt
aghast-at the chyreh, searching for
some version of thie tradition with
backbone and-balls. fowas the
hicentenaial year, and the national
myths were running Hot and heavy.
Dan, howeéver, was tatking about
America as Babylon, reading
Revelation andithe newspaper
synoptically. 1 left knowing I'd-heard
gospel, and was never the same. As
the philosopher Pant Ricoeur sud,
texts are mule untl aninterpreter
rives them voice :
ber i stady af Feremish 36 carbier
today Dan reviewed with us the story
uf how the prophet, avang been
given an official ban and bar letter,
comnissivned iy amanaunsis 1o
write den bis orcular condeninie
ton of Judat’s fereign and mitinary
policies. sud to proclaim it
contested pubiic spaces, at crucial
political moments Ch

21). Baruch
oftered Jeramialy's Word o whoso-
cver would have cars 1o bear, and
Bore the weath doled out by those
who didn’t

Fyan has been a kind of American
Barech, listening carefully 10 the
praphetic Word, inscribing 1t Jovingly
and declaring it publicly. He has-also
accempanied i underground when it
was pronounced heretical 1o the logic

of national security (36:15-19). And -

when the rulers of State and church
alike have whittled the sceolls of hard
truth-telling into the courtroom

frrepit in contempt, Dan oo has
obeyed the prophetic mandate to
connnence writing i all down again,
aver and over for ag jong as the
denal provails (30:20-28)

50 have you handed on to us the
tradition of “biblical readings of
America)” from Bonhoefter and
String{eliow, from Heschel and
Merton, from Dorathy wnd Fanpie
iLou. from Irish mvsiics and Jesuit
martyrs, from all who bave been
keepers of the Word since Teremiah
and Baruch, Thank you el
tarthiul tansiator and seribe of good
news i hard dmes.

I POLTIC VISION, PRIESTLY
ANIMATION

"Lt the wise hear and gainin
fecrning, and the discerning acquire
skill 1o understand mashal and figiire,
the words of the wise and their
riddles.” (Prov [:5-6}

[ran bas wlso had & vouee o1 3s
L owninthis work, -2 unigue eloguence
“{lat has itself made an extracrdinary
“jipsict, THs poetry antdmastery of
metaphor have auimated discipleship:
eommunities of resistance and
: o-an extént noneof us can

inclodéd Day’s reflections on
7 arex v that bears witness.
y ofadarefully chiosen
gveal the trith-of things. B
that also iluminates Dan's.
owi Vbtation, because of which he”
“holds a speeial placeiin Lhe bistory of”
ipyements for social change. )
- :Namely, Dagand'his co-canspira-
tors hate singutarly helped rehabili-
téitfe the prophetic radition of -
" embodicd symbolism in public
space. Catonyvilic and King of
Prussia rattled the dry hones of
American épposition culture to life
- Apain. These powerful-and provoca-
tive experiments in making-the Word
flesh-represent a watershed in the
raditicit.of nonvielent direet action.

-Hienade napalm was.a cipber that

“niasked death: “Forgive us for

“Pming pajer insteatl of children.” - -
And-there was lhe poctic instrurbedit
“of resistance and hope: “To beat
siwords into plowshares thehamumer

that mere rational discourse docs not
suffice to challenge the murdérous
seigir of technocracy. Pentagon and
Prowshares witnesses have hielped
knot bones of conscience back
together to strugple for hife in the
valley of death.

RBill Kelleoman (a Methodist
disgiple of our Jesnit) nghtly calfed
such actions “public Hturgy,” and +
stands o reason that they would have
heen born out ofa priestly imagina-
von. This redepioyment of the old
sacred stf of blood or ashes or
hodies has renewed our tradition, and
changed forever the way we view our
Christian vocation of evangelisio
before the Powers (Fph 30101

Of cqual imporiance iy the way that
Dran’s literary corpus has undergirded
these practices, maintainiog a poetic/
mystical vision at the center of the
work of peace and justice. The

_perennial temptation for activists is
1o foree the connection between
orgranizing and efficacy; to evaluate
our work according 10 empirical
results: to link our hope or despair (o
this or that drift in the political
currents, Dan, on the other hand, 18
forever insisting that there 15 no
simple relationship between our
action and divine redemption; lke
Gandh we must remember thut we
onty sow secds and teave te fruit to
God. Separaling our deeds from our
dreams is an opague veil of unknow-
ing, the consciousness of which
keeps us from hecoming that which
we oppose. This is why we should
atways endeavor. as one of Dan's
riddles put il o say “yes and no o
the whole damn thing

Recause Dan understunds the
difference between the “dead letter”
of managerial logic and the life- '
giving Spirit of pohitical magination
(1E Coy 3:6), his writing and acting
tend towsdrd the parabolic. 1 s
mmporiant [or us to appreciate this,
impoverished as we are by

continued on page 6

lilly fathorn. This-weckend ™

st Tal These symbols remind v

3
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Capiahsms relentess aoverisng
fantasies, commodity fetshism, and
religious spiritalizing. The Hebrew
word {or parable, mashal, comes
from the 1ot m-sf-f, meamng "o be
like™ Inone poem Dan wriles:
Under plass, in Met museum
this day 1 saw
a bird of paradise
outspread
the grandiose, grolesque
book of Kelis
1n this simile the book of Kells "is
like' a bird of paradise. Tt cannot
obviously be apprehended Brerally,

_but nedther is it “spintuahizing” (hoth
referents are, alter all, quite

terrestmal). The figute of specch
iHumines the luminated manuscript,
and we are lavited to perceive the

. Celtie truth even more richly and
deeply.

Jesus was on that kind of mssion
oy get us o see the would differentiy
"o you have eyes, yet fai to

ser. PUME §:1%; see4:10-12) Ths

- pedagdgic purpose was twafold:
1) o unmask the iHusions s
“audicnee had about the status quu

and théir place tn it norder
1o

2y opea their hearts and minds 1o
what he preposed as an alternaive
what He called the "Kingdom of
God” (itself a metaphor that could
just as well be illuninated by
comparison (o a mustard seed av to
the eve of a needie),

Foday we would say that the seoal
function of such parabolic discourse
is 1o “dieconstruet’” and “reconsteuct”
consciousness, Al this Danisa
sThster eraftsman,

Theologiuns nghtly wmsist that all
language about God is nocessarily
metaphorical, an asseriion that
deeply offends modernists.
rationalists, and unpenal engineers
But the truth is, enly metaphors
carefully chosen, of course, and
preferably biblicalty grounded: wre
strong enough 1o bear the horrors of
the militapistic State, eladtic enough
to encompass the divine dream of
liberation, and big encugh to
surrpund the deepest hopes and lears
af disciples.

Nothing leas can mspire and
sustain action that would be
simultancousty revolutionary.
nonviolent, and humane. Critical
analysis, phitosophical idealism, or
ideclogical fervor alone capnot hodd
together the person and the polincal,
the pasl and the present, or faith and
fHife, Thank you, Dan, Tor a pociie

vision that has energized us to

transcend the tyranny of impertald
realism, and for your priesily
mediaztion of undomesticated
mystery, a refuge for imagination

that ¢an never be locked down by the

Powers.

1. BLDER AS GRANDEFATHER

AR

“For fike the days of a tree shall the
days of nty people be..."
({5 63a;22c)

To traditional societics, elders
would sit beneath the oldest and
largest tree in the camp and there
adjudicate community conflicts, oifer
spiritual counsel, and spin sacred
stories. of the people to help them
remember who they were, The thible

|
|
|
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knows all about such noble trees:
Abraham (Gen 12:6f; 18:1), Gideon
{(Jud 6:11), and Ehgah {1 Kg 13:14,
19:4) for example all encounter
angels beneath their shade. So did
the native Chumash here in.Santa
Rarbara.

At Cusa de Maria retroat cenfer we
are surrounded by a forest of
»enerable canvon oaks, Their
twisted Tinbs dance in every
direction; their canopies (ller
senfipht fike o heavenly haze; their
leal mulch provides both carpet and
incense, When walking among them
in the still of the night one knows
one is not alone. They are the living
heart of this tand: rebles santos,

I'reckon that the old ways placed
clders under such trees because one
mirrored the other. The grandlather
oak rains down acorns, gives shelter
to seedimgs, and stands strong
(though not unscarred) through all
the storms, wildlires, and dry spells
brought by the turaing of years” So
toa the elder: sower of seeds of new
life, nurturer of the young, a sentined
who refuses 1o yield o e
seductions, distractions, and
ring pograms of life under
empire. Unii one day both fall to the
cronnd, only (o continue to nuriure

¥l

the sotl of the future. Thas does
Pransel sit among vs: an oak of an
clder, skin as thick as bark, leaves
that can prick, a reach that defies
sravily; providing cover for whoever
would 51t with him.

Pve sard before that you Catholics
are a bit “retarded”—by which [ mean
you haven't been quite g damaged
as Protestants by ali the
dehumanizing structural adjustments.
technological messanism, and
scienitfie demythologizing wrought
by the totalnarian ideology of
Progress. You are holding on to
some of the old ways-the belief, for
cxampie, that saints (fiving and dead)
dccompany us on this journey. You
even presume 1o ask for their help!

This | take to be ancient wisdom
that s desperately needed by those of

us impoverished by modernity, bereft

None of us would be ilicred here—neither

Catholic Workers nor IHMs nor any of us
other assorted feral Christians—were it not

Jor Dan’s showing and telling of the gospel

The political spaces he opened through his
public witness, the theological imagination
he ignited with his pen. the language
ne gave us in a time when lies are sover-

eign—all these have
Just enough
embrace some-

of the

of trastworthy elders, and without
sainls Ot sed the compass and pass
on understanding like an heirloom.
Sainthood is not about nostalgia, nor
is this culogy abeut sentimentatity.
These former tifeways, not least the
responsibility pressed upon us by the
Filth Commandment, are the taproot
of our faith. So do we henor our
elder here, without apology or
embarrassment. :

Like a towering oak, Daniel, you
have been a kind of axis mundi in cur
lives, offering communion with both
heaven and carth. We would not he
here but tor your faithful work and
wilness. Thank you for showing and
telling the Way—scribe, poct, priest,
clder. May we, as Fzekiel once put
it, become wansplanted Lwigs from
vour gracein! beanches, 1o one day
hear stmilar frnt and offer
hosmitalitv, as you have (or maore than
a half century, to all those sceking
respite frony the imperial storm Lz,
RSN

[ N

Ched Myers works with Bartimaeus
Conperative Ministries in Los
Angeles and is o friend of the Loy
Angeles Catholic Worker.

helped us find
courage 1o
thing
Way.



